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ABSTRACT 



This Kids Count report examines regional differences in the 
well being of Tennessee's children. The statistical portrait is based on 16 
health, social, and economic indicators of child well being: (1) percent of 

population enrolled in TennCare, state health insurance program; (2) percent 
of births lacking adequate prenatal care; (3) percent of low birthweight 
births; (4) infant mortality rate; (5) child death rate; (6) teen violent 
death rate; (7) teen pregnancy rate; (8) percent of students receiving 
special education; (9) percent of high school dropouts; (10) child abuse and 
neglect rate; (11) percent of children referred to juvenile court; (12) child 
state care rate; (13) per capita income; (14) percent of children receiving 
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Lunch Program. Following an overview, the bulk of the report contains 
statistical profiles for each of nine regions in Tennessee. Information on 
each region includes historical background, demographic information, history 
of the relevant regional council on children and youth, comparison of the 
region to the rest of the state on the indicators of well being, and tables 
detailing the indicators in 1996 and 1992. Information on definitions and 
data sources and four appendices containing data tables complete the report. 
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Coordinate regional and local efforts between public and private service providers to enhance services for children and youth; 
Advocate for legislation, policies, and programs at the local and regional level to promote and protect the health, well being, and 
development of children and youth; and 

Collect, compile, and distribute data; and to make recommendations on the needs and problems of children and youth. 
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Information Dissemination and Oral Presentations: Help collect and compile data. Distribute the national and state Kids Count publications, and 
other information on TCCY and councils at workshops and council meetings. Prepare displays of information at conferences and community 
gatherings for public awareness, advocacy, and promotion of TCCY and the regional councils. Make presentations to organizations, workshops, local 
schools, churches, college classes, and conferences. 
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Council Structure ^ The Nominating Committee presents a slate of suggested 

officers for the following year and is in charge of the annual 

Approximately 150 council members represent agencies, government. awards nomination and presentation. The outgoing immediate past 

and providers from the 14 counties in the region. president appoints this committee at the April meeting. 
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Council Budget committee determines how to spend the state allocation and 

establishes the amount of dues. 6ues are currently $10.00 for an 

The Executive Committee plans the council’s budget annually. The individual membership and $50 for an agency with five to 10 voting 

council receives an annual allocation from the TCCY budget. The members. 
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from council members only. The 1996-97 Mid-Cumberland Council 

The Child Welfare Committee examines and assesses the system Child Advocate of the year award winner was Pam Stanley, executive 

as it impacts families and children that are in state custody or at director of TRAC, Inc., a residential treatment center, 

imminent risk of such and makes recommendations for 

improvement of the foster care system in the region. Council Budget 
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South Central Regional Data Summary 
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Northwest Regional Data Summary 

Composite Ranking -4th 
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Council Budget 

The announcement of the winner is made annually at a quarterly 

council meeting. The winner is nominated for the statewide Jim Pryor The Council receives membership fees of $10 for individual 

Advocacy Award presented by TCCY. memberships and $25 for agency memberships (up to four members). 

The council also receives a nominal annual allocation in the TCCY 
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Food Stomp Population is the percent of Tennessee's population that is eligible to receive food coupons from the federally funded Food Stamp 
Program. Data compared in this report are from 1992 and 1996. The data source was the Tennessee Department of Human Services. 

High School (Grade 9-12) Dropouts indicator reports the number of dropouts per 100 students in grades 9-12 in a calendar year from June to 
June (the school year and preceding summer) divided by net enrollment at the end of school year. The number of dropouts is collected and 
reported by school systems using the Tennessee School Register (TSR). The data compared in this report are from 1990-92 and 1995-96. The 
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Percent of Low-Birth-Weight Babies, 1995 
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Infant Mortality Rate Per 1,000 Live Births, 1995 

Note: This rate is per 1,000, NOT percent. 
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Child Death Rate Per 100,000 Children Ages 1-14, 1995 

Note: This rate is per 100,000, NOT percent. 
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Teen Violent Death Rate Per 100,000 Teens 15-19, 1995 

Note: This rate is per 100,000, NOT percent. 
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Note: This rate is per 1 ,000, NOT percent. 
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Indicated Child Abuse & Neglect Rate, 1995 

Note: This rate is per 1,000, NOT percent. 
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